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Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11: There is none that under-
standeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12: They are all gone out of the way, they are to-
gether become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 13: Their throat is an 
open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 
14: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 15: Their feet are swift to shed blood: 16: De-
struction and misery are in their ways: 17: And the way of peace have they not known: 18: There 
is no fear of God before their eyes. 19: Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it 
saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God. 20: Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified 
in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 21: But now the righteousness of God without 
the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22: Even the righteousness 
of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no 
difference: 23: For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 24: Being justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25: Whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that 
are past, through the forbearance of God; 26: To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that 
he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 

Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness. 6: Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, 
unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 7: Saying, Blessed are they whose iniq-
uities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 8: Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not 
impute sin. 

Introduction 
We have been looking at what happens when a person repents and believes the Gospel. When a 
sinner becomes a Christian, that is, believes on the Lord Jesus Christ alone for salvation, that 
person is blessed beyond description. It’s my prayer that God would awaken you and me to this 
reality. So, what happens when one believes on the Lord Jesus Christ? Last time I mentioned 
some of them and I believe it’s worth mentioning them again—forgiveness of sin, cursed re-
moved, no longer condemned, reconciled with God, justified, redeemed, adopted, regenerated, 
sanctified, obtained eternal life, joint heir with Christ, a child of God, a citizen of Heaven, a new 
creature in Christ, servant of God, indwelt by Christ by the Holy Spirit, became a member of the 
body of Christ, access to God, peace with God, peace of God, joy, freedom, hope, purpose, and 



so much more. There is so much blessings that God has given us at salvation and there is so 
much more that awaits us. I can understand why Paul could say “Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ:” As believers in Christ we are blessed beyond measure! But as I have said before I will 
say it again, but the best is yet to come for those who have believed!

In the past two Sundays we have looked at eternal life, today I want us to know and understand, 
that when a sinner repents and believes the Gospel, that person is justified. Justification lies at 
the very heart of the gospel. The doctrine of justification is a central doctrine of the Christian 
faith. Martin Luther called justification “the cornerstone of Christianity.”

Some may say, “You mean that person has been forgiven of sin!” Yes, it includes forgiveness of 
sin.
Roman 4:7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 
8: Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 

This is a quotation from … 
Psalm 32:1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2: Blessed is the 
man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile. 
It includes forgiveness of sin which is already an amazing thing. But to be justified is much 
more than being forgiven of sin. God went beyond forgiving our sins. He has justified us. Now 
again, what does it mean to be justified.

In this short series we will talk about—The Meaning of Justification, the Method of Justifica-
tion, the Means of Justification, the Motive of Justification, and the Manifestation of Justifica-
tion.

I – The Meaning of Justification 
Let’s start with what it is not. To be justified, does not mean to be acquitted, in other words, it 
does not mean that the accused person successfully defended himself against all charges and now 
he is free to go. Also, to be justified, does not mean paroled, that is, the accused one is found 
guilty and set free with certain restrictions and conditions. 

Justification is a legal word, wherein a person accused is declared righteous. It is a legal term, 
wherein the  prosecuted is pronounced  not guilty and is openly absolved. When an earthly judge 
justifies an accused person, he does not make that person an upright person. It is not the function 
or the responsibility of the judges to make any accused person righteous. He simply declares that 
in his judgment the person is not guilty of the accusation but is upright as far as the law is con-
cerned. 

Now, in justifying us, God, the Judge of all the earth, does not only forgive our sins. After He 
forgives our sins, He declares us to be righteous. God openly declares the sinner, as one who has 
completely satisfied the demands of the law. God looks at the sinner as if he had never sinned, as 



if the sinner has kept the whole law perfectly all his life. So, justification means being declared 
righteous. It is a legal term used in the Bible to describe the act of God in which He declares that 
a person is not guilty. 

Before we dive in deeply into this doctrine there are two questions that we need to ask in order 
to appreciate the doctrine of justification, namely, who is it that justifies? and secondly, who 
is it that is justified?

A. Who is it that justifies? 
Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness. 
It is clear from our text that it is God who justifies. We also told in Romans 8:33 that it is God 
that justifies. If we are to really appreciate the doctrine of justification, it is important that we 
start with the One who justifies. It is important to start with the one true and living God and 
understand His nature. It would be beneficial for us to think of Who is this God who justifies? 
What is His nature? What is His standard? What does He demand and require from His crea-
tures?

1. God is Holy and Pure 
As we think upon the doctrine justification we must remember that God is holy and pure. 
Exodus 15:11 Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in ho-
liness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 
The answer to this question is obvious. Of course, no one. There is no one like our God. There is 
no one that could be compared to Him. That is what the Word of God is saying when it says, God 
is holy. There is none like Him. There is none as holy as He is. God is absolutely pure. He is free 
from all sin. He is free from all moral pollution and moral corruption. 

1 John 1:5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
God is completely without sin and separated from it. 

Habakkuk 1:13 Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: 
wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the 
wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?
God is so pure He cannot look upon sin and He will not tolerate sin. He will not let sin and the 
sinner go unpunished. 
Exodus 34:6 And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD 
God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 7: Keeping mer-
cy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear 
the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, 
unto the third and to the fourth generation.
His holy nature demands that sinner be punished. He will by no means leave the guilty unpun-
ished. 



2. God is Just and Righteous 
The second thing we must remember about God as we think about this doctrine of justification is 
that God is just and righteous. 
Deuteronomy 32:3 Because I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our 
God. 4: He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and 
without iniquity, just and right is he. 
The Bible tells us that God is just and righteous. This means that He is fair and impartial. Many 
times, in the Bible God is pictured as a judge and there is coming a day that He will judge the 
world. Because God is just and righteous, we are assured that when He judges, He will adminis-
ter justice perfectly. 
Genesis 18:25 … Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?
The fact that God is just means that He can and will judge between right and wrong and He will 
execute justice in accordance with His holy, righteous and unchanging standards. 

Psalm 89:14 Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go be-
fore thy face. 
Justice and righteousness are the foundation of God’s throne. Because God is just and righteous, 
He rules and judges and governs in accordance to perfect righteousness and justice.  

3. God is All-knowing and All-wise 
Another thing we must remember about God as we think about this doctrine of justification is 
that God is all-knowing and all-wise. If an earthly judge is to make right and accurate judgment, 
he needs all the right knowledge and information he could get pertaining to the one who is ac-
cused.  Information and knowledge are very crucial to a judge. But we know that earthly judges 
are limited in their knowledge and wisdom, and because of that undeniable fact, they could po-
tentially give wrong and inaccurate judgment. No so with God! Our God is all-knowing and all-
wise. We can be assured that when God judges it will be just, right, and accurate. 

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13: Neither is there any creature that is not 
manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we 
have to do.
God sees and knows everything. Nothing and no one are hidden from God’s sight. All things are 
uncovered and exposed before the eyes of God to whom we must give account. 

1 John 3:19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. 
20: For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.
God knows everything. There is nothing that God does not know. He knows all that can be 
known. He never discovers anything. He is never surprised, never amazed. He never wonders 
about anything. 



Job 37:16 Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him which 
is perfect in knowledge?
God’s knowledge is perfect. He possesses perfect knowledge of everything and therefore has no 
need to learn. God knows everything immediately, perfectly and equally well.  

Psalms 147:5 Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite.
Not only is God’s knowledge perfect, but also His understanding is infinite. His understanding 
has no limit. 

Thomas Edison, one of the smartest people who ever lived said this, “We do not know one mil-
lionth of one percent about anything.” We know way less than 1% percent of all the knowledge 
in the universe. But God knows everything there is to know and He knows them perfectly.

What does God know about us? 
Psalm 139:1 O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me. 
The world’s population today is 7.8 billion. Yet, God knows every human being, past, present, 
and future and He knows everyone perfectly. 
Psalm 33:13 The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men. 14: From the 
place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth. 15: He fashioneth their 
hearts alike; he considereth all their works. 
He is the One who forms every human heart, and takes note of all their actions. He knows every-
one inside out, frontwards and backwards and sidewards. Everything about us God knows. 

Psalm 139:2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising …
God knows everything we do. Whether we are sitting down, resting or rising up, working, going 
about my business, God knows all our activities.  

Psalm 139:2 … thou understandest my thought afar off.
God knows everything we think upon. God knows all of your thoughts, your meditations, and 
your attitudes. All these may be unknown to others, but they are all perfectly known by God. 
Others may only see our actions, but God sees our thoughts and my heart. 
1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of 
his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on 
the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 

Psalm 139:4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether. 
God knows everything I say. Every word that you and I have ever spoken God knows. Every 
gossip, rumor, slander, criticism, backbiting, cussing, insult, unkind words, bad mouthing, name 
calling are all known to God.  

Because God is holy, just, righteous, all-knowing and all-wise, we can be confident that the 
Judge of all the earth will do right. And yet we read in our text ... 



Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness.
Yes, you heard it right. God justifies the ungodly!  

2. Who is it that is justified? 
According to our text, it is the ungodly that God justifies. Do you see a problem here? There 
must be a typo here, right? No, this is the inspired, infallible, inerrant and perfect Word of God. It 
is clearly and plainly written that God justifies the ungodly and we are told to believe on Him 
that justifies the ungodly. 

What does ungodly person look like? 
Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11: There is none that under-
standeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12: They are all gone out of the way, they are to-
gether become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 13: Their throat is an 
open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 
14: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:15: Their feet are swift to shed blood: 16: De-
struction and misery are in their ways: 17: And the way of peace have they not known: 18: There 
is no fear of God before their eyes. 19: Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it 
saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God. 23: Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified 
in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 
The apostle Paul here quotes the Old testament Scriptures to show that the whole world is sinful, 
ungodly and guilty before God. 
Romans 3:19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under 
the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

And yet these are the kinds of people that God justifies. These are the only kinds of people 
that God declares righteous. 

The people that God declares righteous are the people described in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 as 
were unrighteous, deceived, fornicators, idolaters,  adulterers, effeminate, abusers of themselves 
with mankind, thieves,  covetous,  drunkards,  revilers, extortioners, but are washed, sanctified, 
and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

The people that God declares righteous are the people described in Titus 3:3 as were sometimes 
foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hate-
ful, and hating one another. But after all that they have been and have done, the kindness and 
love of God our Saviour toward man appeared to them and applied to them. No, not by works of 
righteousness which they have done, but according to His mercy He saved them and justified 
them. 

The question now is how could God justify the ungodly? How can a holy, pure, just, righteous, 
all-knowing, and all-wise God justify a guilty sinner. How can a just God justify unrighteous 



sinners who deserve nothing but condemnation and curse? How can He justify them and not vio-
late justice? 

If an earthly judge were to do this it would be an abomination in God’s sight and there will riots 
on the streets. 
Proverbs 17:15 He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are 
abomination to the LORD. 
To justify the wicked, that is to declare the guilty criminal as righteous when he is not, is an 
abomination to God. Judges must punish and condemn the criminal and he may justify only the 
righteous. But God is able to justify the ungodly and remain just. God justifies the wicked and 
He does what no man can do. Yet God is not unrighteous. He is just when He justifies the ungod-
ly. 
Romans 3:26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
What is it that enables Him to be just when He justifies sinners? The answer 
is Substitution! This brings us to the second main heading which is …

II – The Method of Justification 
The ground or basis whereby God can justify an ungodly is substitution.
1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, [the innocent for 
the guilty, the righteous for the condemned] that he might bring us to God, being put to death in 
the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 

This is a divine exchange. What an exchange! Jesus Christ taking our place. Instead of you and 
me paying for our sins, dying for our sins, Christ did it. He was punished for me. He suffered and 
died for my sins. He suffered and died for us. 
Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. 9: Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him. 

Substitution is the twofold act of Christ: 
1. He took upon Himself the guilt and paid the penalty of our sin 
Galatians 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for 
it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree. 
Christ redeemed us, bought us off from the curse of the law, having become what we were, on 
our behalf a “curse,” that we might no longer be a “curse.” 

2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin …
Notice it says it does not say He became sinful for us, but He became “sin for us,” meaning He 
bore the sin for us. He carried the sin of the whole world when He was crucified on the cross. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became the sinner’s representative and substitute.

2. He imputed His righteousness upon us 



Impute is an accounting term which speaks of the adding or subtracting of something to some-
one’s account. This bookkeeping term is also translated “counted” or “reckoned.”
2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him.

Jesus Christ was made a curse for us, was made sin for us that we might be made the right-
eousness of God in Him, that is, that His righteousness might be put to our account. God 
places our guilt upon the account of Jesus Christ and places Christ’s righteousness upon our ac-
count. My sins became His and His righteousness became mine.

So, the answer to the question how can God be the just justifier of the unjust is Christ’s perfect 
righteousness, perfect obedience to the law and His perfect sacrifice put to my account. 

Closing Thoughts 
C. H. Spurgeon in his little book “All of Grace” wrote about Romans 4:5,“I have heard that men 
that hate the doctrines of the cross bring it as a charge against God, that He saves wicked men 
and receives to Himself the vilest of the vile. See how this Scripture accepts the charge, and 
plainly states it! ... You thought, did you not, that salvation was for the good, that God’s grace 
was for the pure and holy, who are free from sin? It has fallen into your mind that, if you were 
excellent, then God would reward you; and you have thought that because you are not worthy, 
therefore there could be no way of your enjoying His favor. You must be somewhat surprised to 
read a text like this: “Him that justifieth the ungodly.” I do not wonder that you are surprised; 
for with all my familiarity with the great grace of God, I never cease to wonder at it.”

My prayer today as we study and learn this very important doctrine it would lead us to join Spur-
geon in worshipful wonder and new appreciation that God has justifies undeserving sinners like 
us. 

To those who are still not saved here today—Do you believe what I am telling you are true? Do 
you believe what the Scripture says? I know you believe these to be true. Your own conscience 
tells you these are true. So, I guess the most important question is what are you going to do about 
it? When are you going to acknowledge your sinfulness and your inability to save yourself, and 
stop trusting yourself, your goodness, your own righteousness, and your good works and transfer 
your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and His perfect sacrifice on the cross? God sent His Son Jesus 
Christ and became a man, live a perfect life, obeyed the Ten Commandments perfectly and He 
offered Himself as sacrifice taking to Himself the punishment that we deserve. When He was on 
the cross He was being punished for our sins. He was paying our fine. 

Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed 
by the law and the prophets; 22: Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 23: For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God; 24: Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus: 



Oh, put your faith on the Lord Jesus Christ and He will forgive you and put His own perfect 
righteousness to your account. He will forgive all your sins, and accept you as righteous in His 
sight, only because of the perfect sacrifice and the righteousness of Christ, imputed to those who 
believe on Him that justifieth the ungodly. 

AMEN!


